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TAGS: MOPS, SS, MR, MO 

SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: 1500 MOROCCAN TROOOPS ARRIVE IN ZOUERATE 

1 . FIFTEEN HUNDRED MAN MOROCCAN ARMY STRIKE FORCE WAS AIRLIFTED INTO 
ZOUERJTE JULY 19 AS POST-NOUAKCHOTT (JULY 3) AND POST-ZOUERATE 

(JULY 16) BEEFING UP OF MAURITANIAN DEFENSE CAPABILITIES. IN ADDITION 

RTEN MOROCCAN AIR FORCE COMBAT AIRCRAFT AND CREWS ARE NOW BASED AT 
ATAR. 

2. ALERTED BY EUROPEAN RADIO REPORTS BASED ON AGENCE FRANCE PRESS 
DESPATCH, EMBOFF QUERIED AFP COORESPONDENT, FRENCH MILLATT, AND 
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MOROCCAN CHARGE ON REPORTED ARRIVAL OF MOROCCAN TROOPS. CHARGE 
REPORTED THAT RABAT BASED LIGHT CUREY BRIGADE OF 1500 MEN WITH 
LIGHT EQUIPMENT WAS AIRLIFTED INTO ZOUERATE JULY 19 BY THREE 
FAR C-130S IN 15 SORTIES. LSB HAS BEEN PLACED UNDER COMMAND 
OF LTC BOUKEIF, FORMER MAURITANIAN CHIEF OF STAFF AND NEW 
COMMANDER OF STRENGTHENED BIR MOGHREIN/ZOUERATE SECTOR. 

MOROCCAN UNIT IS TO REMAIN IN MAURITANIA "INDEFINITELY". 
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MOROCCANS HAVE ALSO BASED 10 T-6 AND FOUGA MAGISTER 
AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING GROUNDNMAINTENANCE CREWS, IN ATAR. 

ALTHOUGH SIX T-6S HAVE BEEN IN ATAR FOR ROUGHLY 4 WEEKS, 

FOUGAS HAVE JUST ARRIVED. CHARGE REPORTED THAT MOROCCANS ARE 
PRESSING AHEAD WITH CONSTRUCTION OF AIRFIELD IN ATAR IN ORDER 
ACCOMODATE JET AIRCRAFT (F-5S AND MYSTERES) ASAP. 

3. MOROCCAN CHARGE ALSO REPORTED MOROCCANS HAVE HARD INFORMATION 
THAT ALGERIAN TROOPS ARE OCCUPYING CHEGGA, MAURITANIAN VILLAGE 

IN FAR NORTHEAST CORNER OF COUNTRY, AND THAT AIRFILED AT 
CHEGGA IS CAPABLE OF ANDLING ALGERIAN AIR FORCE CARGO PLANES 
("SOVIET EQUIVALENT OF C-130S" - PRESUMABLY AN-12S). 

MOROCCANS ARE PREPARING TO TAKE CONTROL OF CHEGGA AND ESTABLISH 
MOROCCAN BASE THERE. 

4. JULY 19 AGENCE FRANCE PRESS REPORT OF ARRIVAL MOROCCAN 
TROOPS IN ZOERATE WAS UNEXPECTED BONUS FOR NEWLY ARRIVED 
AFP REPORTER WHO WAS ON ROUTINE ORIENTATION VISIT THERE. 

SHORTLY AFTER ARRIVAL MORNING JULY 19 REPORTER OBSERVED 
THREE MOROCCAN C-130S DISCHARGING MOROCCAN TROOPS AND LIGHT 
EQUIPMENT. HIFAFP VTPORT NOTED THAT 600 MOROCCAN TROOPS IN 
FIVE FLIGHT OF THREE C-130S ARRIVED ZOUERATDUJULY 19. 

FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE NOTED THAT ARRIVAL OF MOROCCAN TROOPS 
IN ZOUERATE (HE SUGGESTED 400-500) WAS WELCOME ADDITIONS AS IT 
WOULD PROVIDE INCREASEDPROTECTION OF ZOUERATE MININ GLPERATION 
(AND 100-PLUS FRENCH NATIONALS THERE) AND WOULD FREE MAURITANIAN 
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MILITARY UNITS FOR FIELD RECONNAISANCE AND SEARCH AND DESTROY 
MISSIONS. 

5. COMMENT: WE DOUBT MAURITANIAN AND MOROCCAN OFFICIALS 
WERE PREPARED TO ANNOUNCE, ARRIVAL OF MOROCCAN TROOPS IN 
ZOUERATE; THEY WERE OUT FAKED BY NEW AFP REPORTER. FRENCH, 
MOROCCAN, AND MAURITANIAN SOURCES ALL EMPHASIZE THAT INCREASED 
MOROCCAN ASSISTANCE IS NATURAL FOLLOW-ONNTO MAY 13 MAURITANIAK- 
MOROCCAN DEFENSE PACT. MOROCCAN FORCES ARE NOW STATIONED IN 
ZOUERATE, ATAR, BIR MOGHREIN, AND AIN BEN TILL 

HANDYSIDE 
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